Safety Reminder Message

7 Safety Subject: Rate of Climb within last 1000 ft before
cleared Level

7 Origin: Airline
7 Date: 03/10/2005

DEAR COLLEAGUES,
WHAT WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED

In order to reduce the risk of ACAS/TCAS Resolution Advisories (RAs) which are
subsequently shown to have been operationally unnecessary -- so called nuisance
RAs, many operators have standard operating procedures requiring the pilots to
reduce rate of climb/descent to less than 1500 ft/min when in RVSM airspace or
within the last 1000 ft before cleared level;

Some operators have expressed concern that when ATC controllers specify a rate of
climb or descent, they expect the pilots to maintain the given rate until intercepting
altitude;

WHAT ARE THE FACTS AND THE RULES?

RAs could occur when aircraft are in close proximity and the vertical speed of
closure, which may be the sum of the vertical speeds of both aircraft or the vertical
speed of just one aircraft, exceeds 1500 ft/min;

Flight Crews can reduce the likelihood of an RA by confining vertical speeds to less
than 1000ft/min, and ideally between 500 and 1000 ft/min, within the last 1000 ft
before reaching assigned level. Many national authorities have issued
recommendations to this effect within their flight rules and procedures;

ATC may request different rates of climb or descent at any time for the purpose of
maintaining separation of aircraft. In such cases, these rates shall be strictly complied
with. Failure to do so could result in a potentially serious loss of separation. It should
not be supposed that there will 'automatically' be an RA;

WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS

Aircraft Operators:
Remind flight crews that, if able, they are expected to comply with ATC
instructions regarding rates of climb and descent.

ANSPs:

Remind controllers of the possibility of nuisance RAs when vertical speeds
exceed 1500 ft/min when approaching a cleared level and there are other aircraft
in close proximity. (1500ft/min in itself does not mean that there will be an RA 7 it
depends whether there are other aircraft in close proximity.);

YOUR ATTENTION IS REQUIRED
Note the subject and investigate the relevance in your own operational environment;
In order to track the issue and develop sound recommendations it is essential that
feedback to SISG members is provided on:
1. Your understanding of the issue;
2. Similar occurrences and their frequency;

3. Your lessons learned and good practices in coping with such
occurrences.



